
Participant Information Sheet

What does participation involve?

You will participate in:

Quarterly online interviews and experimental tasks

The sharing of selected written texts (e.g., emails, messages) from your everyday

communication

The sharing of recordings of naturally occurring oral communication

All materials shared as part of the study will be selected by you. You are free to decide

what you feel comfortable sharing.

How much time will participation require?

The study runs over a period of approximately 2.5 years.

During this time, participation includes:

Quarterly sessions (once every three months)

A total of 10 study days

Approximately 10 hours of participation per three-month interval

You will be contacted in advance to schedule each session.

Where do sessions take place? 

All sessions will take place online via Zoom.

How is my data protected?

Your data is protected under European Union data protection law (GDPR).

Your data will be treated confidentially.

All data will be stored under a participant ID (pseudonymised).

Only authorised members of the research team will have access to identifiable

information.

Research results will be published in anonymised form, meaning you cannot be

identified.

Data will be securely stored on the University of Cologne server.

You may request the deletion of all or specific materials you have shared at any time.



Will my data be shared or published?

Results of the study may be presented in academic publications, conferences, or other

scholarly formats. Any examples used will be anonymised and will not contain identifying

information.

Compensation

You will receive €3,000 for participation across 10 study days over the course of 2.5 years.

This corresponds to:

€100 per month

Approximately €30 per hour, based on an estimated workload of 10 hours per three-

month interval

Compensation will be distributed as follows:

€50 per month throughout the study period

The remaining €1,500 will be paid upon completion of the study period

If you choose to withdraw earlier, you may keep all compensation received up to that

point.

Can I withdraw?

Participation is voluntary.

You may withdraw from the study at any time without giving a reason and without negative

consequences.

Who can I contact if I have questions?

If you have any questions about the study, please contact:

vibe-ling@uni-koeln.de
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